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2005 THE YEAR WE FIGHT BACK! 





A word from the editor... 


Looking around the world at the beginning of 
this year, what do you see? Imperialist war? Poverty? 
AIDS? Countries too poor to afford a health system hit 
by massive natural disasters? Right wing politicians 
that don’t speak for you and your needs? 

The problem at the heart of all of this is capi- 
talism. We don’t just say this because it’s an easy 
‘ism’ to use when we're moaning - we say it because 
we live in a global society where a few businessmen 
own and control most of the planet. They exploit us, 
they send us to war and they pollute our environment. 
They are responsible for the huge amount of misery, 
suffering and pain that is felt throughout the world, 
and they must be held to account. 

Looking at how bad things are now it would be 
easy to be pessimistic: ‘the bosses are too powerful to 
fight against’, ‘its been tried before and not worked’. 
Both of these are half true. The bosses have huge 
armies and police forces armed to the teeth to keep 
them in their place, and millions have tried to change 
society in the past and been defeated. But neither of 
these is a reason to give up. 

If we have been defeated in the past then we 
must ask ourselves how and learn the lessons from 
that struggle. How could we be better organised next 
time round? What tactics were used against us? In 
what ways were we successful? Where do we need 


In the last issue Shemi from Israel wrote an article that 
we published. This issue Kam (who went to Palestine 
with the ISM) has something to say about it... 
| ‘d like to argue against Shemi's article last month in particular to 
his suggestion that | sraeli workers were just like Palestinian work- 
ers. This sounds to me as though he finds it difficult to accept - 
even as an anti capitalist- that his status as an | sraeli automatically 
puts him at a social and economic advantage to a Palestinian living 
under military occupation. This would seem blindingly obvious, but it 
is really stunning after visiting Palestine last year to notice how little 
| sraelis seem to accept this. Of course there is the massive indoc- 
trination fromthe | sraeli Zionist state and this has resulted ina 
mass victim persona that cripples them - they seem to spend their 
lives living in psychological f ear. | t was an eye-opener for me to hear 
| sraeli peace activists/ refuseniks say such things like “| have not 
been to} erusalem because | would be kidnapped because | am 
J ewish” (subtext: all Palestinians are terrorists). 
| sraeli workers are not the same as Palestinian workers. | sraelis 
do not risk their lives trying to walk down the road to buy food, 
Israelis do not risk their lives going to school, | sraeli children do not 
have their arms and legs broken at checkpoints, | sraelis are not kid- 
napped in their thousands and taken to secret prisons where there 
families can never trace them ever again. 
Shemi suggested that the Palestinian man who was killed trying to 
get to work should have been presented as a worker - just like an 
| sraeli worker - but why is it easy for the | sraeli public to accept 
that his death was justified in the first place (whether or not he 
was a worker)? As long as there is an occupation, Palestinians will 








equal to an | sraelis. Surely they are not 
killed for what they 
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improvement? 

And if the bosses are powerful then we must 
build up so that we are powerful as well. The bosses 
have international organisations - so must we. The 
bosses have their own political parties - so must we. 
The bosses argue for their ideas on the streets and in 
the media - so must we. 

We have something on our side that the boss- 
es don’t have: capitalism by its very nature relies on 
having a large working class and a small ruling class. 
Our side is bigger than theirs and our side can be more 
united behind the right politics in times of struggle. 

What do we have to do in 2005 to make steps 
towards defeating this system of exploitation, poverty 
and war? A lot, but it is possible. What we need to do 
is to adopt the correct politics, to organise with them 
so we can defeat capitalism . For young people this 
means becoming a part of the only organisation that 
seeks to become a mass revolutionary youth group, 
the only one that has a manifesto with ideas that can 
put a new and better society in place, and the only 
youth group that’s willing to take the steps necessary 
to move forward: REVO. 

The task for people who are already in REVO 
and people once they join is to make sure that we 
build our group up, build our knowledge up and build 
our skills up. We have the correct politics. If we put 
enough effort into it and the conditions are right then 
2005 could be a big step forward for revolutionary 
youth all over the world. JOSH 





do - they are killed for who they are. W hen warmonger Bush said 
that soon “Palestinians will soon have somewhere they can call home”, 
what do the children under the bulldozers say about that? | sraeli 
revolutionaries should accept the fact that their state is committing 
ethnic cleansing and work against their state until the occupation is 
over. And recognise that when any Palestinian is killed by the I DF, it 


is another example of | sraeli state terrorism. 


and joy adds her tuppence... 


| just wanted to write in to count- 
er an argument put forward in 
Shemi's article ‘Olive harvesting, 
terrorism and class struggle’ from 
Revo 67. In it, he argues that the 
Marxist use of ‘false conscious- 
ness' to describe the lack of 
class consciousness in the work- 
ing class is patronising. | don't 
agree. 


It is a method of analysis to 
explain how people can have a 
consciousness different from their 
class. This does not imply that 
the workers are thick, or react on 
an irrational basis, but does 


exactly take into account the role 
of bourgeois ideology, how the 
‘paradigm’ or dominant ideas 
within a capitalist system shape 
society, and how workers can 
internalise their own oppression. 


| think the term is poignant espe- 
cially in the case of Israel, which 
is a settler state based on the 
expulsion of the Palestinians 
from their land. Not only do 
Israelis hold a privileged position 
in society in relation to the 
Palestinians, but they gain a 
material benefit - Israeli workers 
wages are underpinned by the 
USA to the tune of millions of dol- 


lars. Their consciousness is also 
determined, as Shemi pointed 
out in his article, by the intense 
propaganda of lies and distortion 
that the Israeli state pumps out 
through the media. These are 
some of the ways the Israeli 
bourgeoisie — and all bourgeoisie 
— tie the Israeli workers to the 
nation state. 


Does this mean that an Israeli 
worker won't struggle against the 
state for better wages and condi- 
tions? No, but if s/he takes as 
his/her starting position an indi- 
vidual trade unionist position, not 
as a member of the working 
class, an international class, then 
the struggle will remain an eco- 
nomic, limited struggle, not a 
political one that can challenge 
the state. 


As Leon Trotsky said: 

"The historic ascent of humanity, 
taken as a whole, may be sum- 
marised as a succession of victo- 
ries of consciousness over blind 
forces - in nature, in society, in 
man himself." This includes a vic- 
tory over ‘false consciousness’: 
seeing the world as it is, not how 
the bourgeoisie presents it. 





I News from Gambia 
Gambia’s political system is 

I “UNDEMOCRATIC” because 

y there is no freedom of speech in 

I the country. Recently Gambia 

I has witnessed some actions that 

F are not known in the country’s 

I history. For example the shooting 

1 of a prominent lawyer called 

I Ousman Sillah in 2003. The gov- 

I ernment promised to stage an 
investigation into the shooting, 
but there is nothing done yet. 

1 Another example was the 

I arson attack on a private bi- 

I weekly newspaper, the 

I Independent. The attackers 

y Ourned down the printing 

1 machine of the newspaper and 

I the security guard there was also 

I seriously hurt. Again the govern- 

I ment promised to investigate the 
matter but to no avail. The out- 

1 spoken opposition leader, Hamat 

I NK Bah, staged his own investi- 

I gation and identified a state 
guard as one of the attackers 
who sustained some injuries and 

| treated at the residence of the 

I state guard commander. 

I The opposition leader of the 

I National Democratic Action 
Movement, Lamin Waa Juwara, 

1 Was this year jailed for six 

I months because he called for a 

I peaceful demonstration. 

I All this shows how 

I undemocratic the Gambia 

} government is and there are 

I many human rights abuses is 

: going on in the country. 





: Wurra B., Gambia 
I 


I 
I Nick Griffin standing in 
I Keighley 
The leader of the British 
y National Party, Nick Griffin, 
Lis standing for MP in 
I Keighley in West Yorkshire 
Vin the elections. The 
motives for this are blatant: 
y to highlight racial divides in 
a poor community, stirring 
lup hatred in one of the most 
I racially sensitive constituen- 
cies. 
1 Coverage of racial ten- 
Isions in Keighley has helped 
IThim. The town was the 
focus of a recent Channel 4 
documentary which 
1 exposed’ an Asian gang who 
I were selling white girls as 
I prostitutes. The fascists 
I have since used this as 
I Grounds for proving their 
p racist principles - despite it 
having since been proven 
Ithat it was in fact a mixed 
Trace gang. 
The BNP claim that they 
pare not a racist party - yet 





it was Nick Griffin himself 
who was arrested last 
December for inciting racial 
hatred. This was after 
another documentary which 
covertly filmed BNP activists 
boasting about having beat- 
en up Asian people. The 
program also exposed a 
speech Griffin made describ- 
ing Islam as a “dirt, vicious 
religion”. 

So, what can we do to 
stop the BNP infecting our 
communities with racism 
and littering West Yorkshire 
with their publicity and lit- 
erature? We can’t just sit 
back and watch while we 
are torn apart by the fascist 
hate We will organise 
leafletting along side other 
anti-racist and community 
groups to expose the BNP’s 
lies. We must answer the 
lies about asylum seekers 
which are generated not 
only by the BNP but also by 
the media in general and, of 
course, New Labour. We 
must expose the real para- 
sites in society - the bosses 
and the rich. 


J o, Halifax 


REPLY to Article on 
Culture in Revo 67 

| love ‘classical’ music. For 
me, it is exciting, moving 
and thought-provoking. It is 
not backwards looking, nor 
does it have to be expen- 
sive or ‘respectable’ either. 
People still listen to music 
composed decades or hun- 
dreds of years ago because 
it is timeless. One mark of 
good culture is if it tran- 
scends the years and still 
touches people generations 
after its creation. 

Opera, art galleries, clas- 
sical music and theatre are 
no less accessible because 
of their price than popular 
culture. Tickets for the 
BBC Proms this summer 
could be bought for as lit- 
tle as £3. At home | can go 
to the theatre or watch 
Welsh National Opera in 
Cardiff for under £10. 
Museums and art galleries 
are often free to enter. | 
can listen to the radio or 
CDs: no more expensive 
than pop, rock or jazz. | 
don’t recall ever paying 
more than £ 20 for a classi- 








cal music concert or opera: 
cheaper than going to see a 
Premiership football match. 
Consider how much people 
are willing to pay to watch 
Robbie Williams, 
Manchester United, or even 
to buy a copy of Grand 
Theft Auto. Suddenly a 
‘great price divide’ doesn't 
seem so evident. 

lf what J osh from 
Sheffield calls ‘respectable 
culture’ really is inaccessi- 
ble to the working class, it 
is because of social percep- 
tions, not price. Certain 
culture is perceived by 
some, rich or poor, to be 
‘posh’ or exclusive, whether 
this is true or not. J osh’s 
article did not help to dis- 
pel these myths. 

Many financially well-off 
people do go to the opera. 
Some snobs go to the opera. 
| am neither of these, and 
|’m certainly not going to 
let 19the century preju- 
dices stop me from enjoying 
Mozart or Wagner. If peo- 
ple enjoy this music, they 
shouldn't either. 


Luke from Barry in South 
W ales 


African youth organisa- 
tion campaigning against 
the spread of HIV-Aids 
HIV-Aids is presently known 
to be the world most deadly 
disease. It has plagued the 
African nations to an alarm- 
ing proportion. Africa has 
the highest level of its 
spread and damage, which 
has become a major concern 
to the world as a whole. 
And it is even now believed 
by some people that the 
disease originated from the 
African continent. 

A United Nations report 
on HIV-Aids declared that 
over 2.5 million Africans are 
living with HIV-Aids. The 
report revealed that inade- 
quate funding posed a 
major threat to the achieve- 
ment of the UN millennium 
development goal of halt- 
ing the spread of HIV-Aids 
world-wide by 2015. 














A short fall of 3 billion 
dollars is currently antici- 
pated for sub-sahara Africa, 
thus posing an obstacle to 
the implementation and 
expansion of urgently need- 
ed prevention and care pro- 
grammes. 

The report revealed that 
in 2002, 950 US dollars was 
spent to fight HIV-Aids in 
sub-saharan Africa, which 
represented an increase of 
400 million dollars since 
2000. Nevertheless, the 
report showed that the fig- 
ure was only half of the 2 
billion US dollars that was 
needed in 2002 for basic 
prevention and treatment 
services. 

The spread of HIV-Aids 
amongst the youth has 
reached an alarming pro- 
portion, and the figure con- 
tinue to rise beyond geo- 
metric zenith. Therefore, 
the need for continuous 
campaigns and other relat- 
ed programs to be put in 
motion can not be over- 
emphasised, as these will go 
a long way to raise aware- 
ness and consciousness 
amongst the public. 
Informing the youth about 
the reality of HIV-Aids, its 
devastating effects and the 
causes of the spread as well 
as the preventive measures 
iS paramount. 

As young girls do engage 
in the prostitution business 
as an avenue to make ends 
meet, they should be edu- 
cated on the dangers of 
prostitution, and the use of 
condoms among the sex 
workers should be encour- 
aged. 

Conferences, seminars, 
workshops and public 
forums should be organised 
where mothers and children 
should be lectured on how 
to teach their children, 
especially teenagers, on sex 
education and other vital 
issues concerning the dan- 
gers of HIV-Aids. 
paul a., guinea 
e-mail: 
africanhealth2003@yahoo 
.com. 


Dear Editor, 

My days at work are boring, so | 
pass time by going on your web 
board. It is good to have a place 
where you can go and hear dif- 
ferent points of view being debat- 


| ed. We might not all agree on 


certain things, but that's what 
makes it so interesting! 
Dante 
www.worldrevolution.org.uk 


— 


numan 
rights 


The concept of "human rights" has enormous influence 
and authority in today’s world. Socialists should 
support the idea that such rights should be 
specified, since this begins the argu- 
ment that "market society" alone can- 
not secure a just human society. 
But the problem with the idea of 
any kind of universal "human 
rights" that apply to all per- 
sons the world over is that it 
seems to rest on a notion of 
a universal "human nature" 
— a point which socialists 
argue against since we 
believe that the nature of a 
person is determined by the 
social and political context in 
which (s)he lives. 





In fact "human rights" are not 
some kind of universal, timeless 
entitlements, but are the product of a 
particular society at a particular time — 
that is, post-World War II Europe when the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights came into 
being. Thus it can be argued that their application 
throughout all the societies of the world is "ethnocentric", i-e. it 
places the rights of people within the framework of bourgeois ideol- 
ogy. One example would be the manifestation of rights in the indi- 
vidual, a concept which is most developed in advanced capitalist 
societies, so that some people argue that "human rights" should not 
be applied to societies whose cultures are more "collective" that 
those of Europe and America. 


Socialists should be wary of this approach as it may wrongly sug- 
gest that pre-capitalist societies, or peripheral societies where capi- 
talism is not fully developed, are egalitarian and free from oppres- 
sion. This is generally the problem with the approach known as "cul- 
tural relativism" in which societies are considered as completely dif- 
ferent from each other but equal. For example it is sometimes 
claimed that the Hindu caste system (a strictly hierarchical system 
enforced in parts of India and Southeast Asia) shows that not all 
cultures derive a universal notion of rights and duties from a shared 
concept of human nature. But socialists need to realise that the 
decision not to accord rights to certain members of society does not 







































come from "the culture” in general, but from those at the top of the 
caste system — i.e. the people within "the culture" that dominate and 
oppress others. 


Therefore, just as we should be wary of unquestioningly applying 
the "human rights" concept developed within Western capitalist 
society, we should be equally wary of refusing to apply them out of 
respect for a distinct "culture", as this can be highly reactionary, and 
even be used by repressive governments actively opposing the 
application of international human rights law. But we must also con- 
sider another very important point: that those (usually Western, cap- 
italist) governments that most fully embrace the con- 
cept of universal "human rights" are a long way 
from enforcing them in practice, and are 
just as likely to be repressive as those 
regimes that deny them. 


There are countless examples 
from British society alone, 
but one of the most mani- 
fest is the death of over a 
thousand people (most of 
them black, virtually all of 
them working class) in 
police custody since 
1969, as shown in the film 
"Injustice". None of the 
police officers responsible 
have gone to jail for these 
killings and few have even 
been suspended; what is more, 
the huge efforts made by the 
police to censor the film show how 
crucial is the pretence that such things 
do not happen in "democratic Western" 
society. 


Another example is the USA’s mission to "preserve the inviolable 
sphere of liberty" by campaigning for "human rights" around the 
world, while they continue to abuse them by their detention and 
mistreatment of prisoners of war in Guantanamo Bay. We can also 
contrast the way the supposed lack of "human rights" of a society, 
such as lraq, is used as an excuse for imperialist aggression, with 
another possibility that their implementation in a particular country 
is a precondition for an increase in foreign aid. 


So we must see "human rights" in the framework of capitalist soci- 
ety’s power relations, and the importance of the material context of 
their application. When the concept and execution of these 
demands are in the hands of members of the bourgeoisie such as 
politicians, diplomats and international lawyers, they are likely to do 
little more than further the interests of capitalism. Whereas their use 
by oppressed minorities and members of the working class strug- 
gling for their rights has a definite emancipatory potential. 


by nat in cambridge 


Long live the 


Queen????7?22?? 
me(olamennalial acon 


The papers rang out in praise of the 
Queen, for the bravery of reading an 
impassioned speech that Trevor Philips (of 
the Commission for Racial Equality) 
believed ‘attacked the little Englander 
mentality’. She admitted there ‘was still 
folf-aafaniat-lule)alarelalem'~alemelamenem=>.<e)(-)i8) 
what this was; she admitted she and her 
family were in fact parasites, representing 
a vicious Class system that had discriminat- 
ed against normal people for over a thou- 
4 REVOLUTION sand years. ‘The very fact 


that | can make this speech and be taken 
seriously, the very fact that you call me 
‘Majesty’ and | live in a palace whilst 
61,000 people in the same city live on the 
streets shows that discrimination still 
exists. I’m afraid abdication is not 
enough.’ At this point the queen pro- 
duced a sword used in the daily routine 
of knighting bankers, and sliced off her 
own head. 


The Queen in fact called for unity and tol- 
erance in a trying time for multicultural- 
ism; she addressed the ‘unrest’ in Muslim 
communities over the war on terror. Her 
message for these groups and ‘divided 
communities’ was that diversity was 


strength. Then she went on to highlight 
the threat from extremists to the ‘steady 
progress’ our ‘differing cultures’ were 
making. In a nutshell her message was 
‘calm down everyone’. 


The Queen’s annual speech is a simple 
expression of the status quo. For some 
time now, that has been the ‘multicultur- 
al’ project; which tells us all we need to 
know about multiculturalism. Rather than 
address the obvious differences caused by 
unequal wealth distribution, a crumbling 
welfare state and the total dominance of 
neo-liberal finance internationally, for a 
long time the liberal left and its institu- 
tions have focused on addressing the dif- 
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@ Prince 
e 

q Harry 
e@ caused 
® outrage 
e 

@ and 

e offense 
2 this { 
e week by \ 
e turning up " 
: to a fancy 

e dress party, 
© with the f 
® theme , 
e Natives 

© and Colonials’ dressed as a 
2 Nazi soldier. This raises a 





e number of questions, not least 


® the question of why he appar- 
° 


e 
e it would cause. 

e 

. As much as IJ think that the 

e royal family should be gotten 
® rid of, it does exist currently, 


5 and they are in the public eye. 


e This makes Harry’s choice of 


: costume all the more stupid. It 
e is coming to the 60th anniver- 


@ sary of the liberation of 
® Auschwitz, and many people 


e still remember what happened 


® there. For Prince Harry to 

; think he can do this and not 
e cause offense makes you 

® wonder what happened to his 
: brain. 

e 

. Having said that, maybe 

e Harry is just continuing his 

e family’s tradition of being 

< fascist sympathisers. Edward 
e the 8th abdicated not just 

© because the person he wanted 
Z to marry was a divorcee, but 
e because she herself was a 







ently didn’t realise the offense 


Nazi sympathiser! Edward 
had even met Nazi leader 
Adolf Hitler. Maybe Harry 
just thought that, as his family 
clearly has had no historical 
problems with the Nazis, 
there would be no problems 
wearing a Nazi uniform today. 


Overall though, what this 
shows is how out of touch the 
royal family is with British 
society. If Prince Harry had 
known in advance what the 
consequences of wearing a 
Nazi uniform would be, I do 
not think he would have worn 


===, it. The fact that he did wear it 


shows that he clearly had no 
idea what the Nazis mean to 
people. 


RENAL 


es TERRITORY 
EQUATORIAL 
THATCH-ESIA! 





Mark Thatcher 

Not only is he the son of the 
most vicious anti working 
class prime minister this 
country has ever had, not only 
is he a millionaire from the 
arms trade but he is also a 
bastard who sold a helicopter 
to some fool who wanted to 
stage a coup in Equatorial 
Guinea. He did a deal with 
the courts whereby he would 


get some shitty little fine of a 
few hundred thousand pounds 
and then get off, whilst all the 
mercenaries and foot soldiers 
get locked up in some hell 
hole of a prison in South 
Africa. He claimed he 
thought that they were going 
to use the helicopter for ‘med- 
ical aid’. Hmm, right, is that 
why it was an attack helicop- 
ter you sold? The judge basi- 
cally let him off with a 
slapped wrist. 


Another example of the ruling 
class looking after its own. 





David Blunkett 

The sight of him crying when 
he resigned last december 
made a lot of us in REVO 
sick. How many Asylum 
seekers has he made cry as he 
broke up families, forced 
them to live in poverty, sent 
them back to Zimbabwe, 
Congo and Iraq where he 
knew they would probably be 
killed. He is also a complete 
wanker because we know that 
he will be back in the cabinet 
by summer! He should be 
locked up... 


by steven and 
simon in da north 


ferences between the many cultures on 
this island. 


The Queen’s speech is definitely not a 
particularly large or even notable 
attempt at deception, just another case 
fo) mu aalecocehviialemmaromWr-1K=16ce-] ale meelalaelTale) 
the issue. By using the war in Iraq ina 
plea for cultural tolerance, the govern- 
ment has tried to turn the national dis- 


tress caused by the massive death toll 
and the failure of massive opposition to 
stop it into a conflict between ‘Muslims’ 
and everyone else, rather than ‘people’ 
and those who rule them. 


But we have known that the monarchy 
has to go for about 450 years, since the 
Civil War. What is more recent is the loss 
of any credibility for the professional 


Racial Equality lobby. The fact that 
Trevor Philips can praise the Queen and 
still call for any kind of equality is pretty 
funny. Even funnier is his daim the 
speech ‘was taking on the Little 
Englanders’. ‘Little Englanders’, whoever 
they are, definitely support the monar- 
chy - like he does - so HRM’s speech 
must have been attacking him! Said 
Trev, ‘Frankly it’s exactly the kind of 
leadership | wish we could see from 
other parts of the establishment.’ In this 
case I'd like to invite Philips to go away 
and start his own tolerant monarchy - 
lave Mel=iaareleg~[eVAm are ee)alnce)me(~ar-]anv.maliale) 
in your life, but hey, you can believe in 
whatever invisible bollocks you like! 


by sand in nat hl adn: 


Pome rrererececesoceereseceseerereseoeeees 





MARCH 19th 
INTERNATIONAL 
DEMO IN 
BRUSSELS! ! 


STOP 


and read this! 


BREBRBERAEE 


At the moment I am working for a Welsh 
nationalist MEP (Member of the European 
Parliament) in Brussels. I am interested in how 
the EU institutions work (or don’t work) with the 
populations of the ‘member states’ and with 
groups like the European Social Forum that are 
working for change. 


The ‘Brussels protest’ (agreed at the Assembly 
of the Social Movements at the ESF in London) 
is linked to the 2005 Spring EU Summit. The 
main issue to be discussed at this event will be 
the Lisbon Strategy. This was adopted in 2000 
to.... "make the EU the most dynamic and com- 
petitive knowledge-based economy in the world, 
capable of sustainable economic growth with 
more and better jobs and greater social cohesion, 
and respect for the environment by 2010." The 
EU aimed to overtake the US and Asia in becom- 
ing the world’s leading economy. A recent 
scathing report has concluded that not only has it 
not done this, but it has gone backwards since 
2000. 


Many things are blamed for this, including an 
overloaded agenda, conflicting priorities and 
Europe’s ‘greying population’. It has also been 
said that "the Lisbon strategy is too broad to be 
understood because it is about everything and 
thus about nothing." I agree with this, and also 
feel that the strategy will never progress because 
whatever they say, the people who pull the 
strings of Europe always put the economy and 
"competitiveness" first. 

Many believe that ‘economic growth and com- 
petitiveness lead to social inclusion and environ- 
mental protection’, which is blatantly untrue. 


At the moment it seems there are three different 
protests planned for March 19th: 

K A youth based protest, against youth unem- 
ployment, and for free education and equality. 

K A demonstration specifically against the EU 
Spring Summit and the Lisbon strategy (called at 
the Assembly of Social Movements) 

K A Worker’s demonstration against the Summit 
and the Lisbon strategy. 

But it is likely they will merge together. 


I haven’t read the text of the Lisbon strategy (it 
would probably be in Eurospeak anyway) but I 
imagine it would say very noble things and 
sound like what the European Social Forum is 
working towards, but who’s strategy can take 
Europe forward: the strategy of the anti capitalist 
movement or the strategy of the EU bosses? 


The protest(s) on March 19th represent the same 
thing — the desire for a democratic, social and 
peaceful Europe. The EU institutions believe 
they represent this too, despite openly heading in 
the opposite direction. 

COME WITH REVOLUTION! 

BOOK YOUR PLACE BY CALLING 

07951 493 232 REVOLUTION © 5 





ie BEF ISOLIDARITY WITH THE VICTIMS OF THE 
TSUNAMI 


| SFl 


On the December 26th 2004 the world 
witnessed a horrific natural disaster. 
An earthquake of 9.1 on the Richter 
scale struck the Indian Ocean. From 
that earthquake a tsunami wave pre- 
ceded to devastate 11 countries in the 
region at the speed of a jet. Thousands 
of dead bodies were found as the mas- 
sive killer waves subsided. The death 
count now stands at 150,000 people, 
with many more missing and a further 
5 million made homeless, leaving them 
vulnerable to starvation, water borne 
diseases and malnutrition. The final 
death toll is still impossible to predict. 
WORLD REVOLUTION expresses its 
complete sympathy and solidarity with 
the victims of this disaster and our 
commitment to work alongside our 
group in Indonesia to deliver practical 
relief and aid. 


The victims of the Tsunami aren’t just 
victims of a natural disaster. They are 
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victims of a system — imperialism - in 
which early warning systems are built 
for military bases but not for large 
fishing communities. This is a system 
based upon the economic exploitation of 
the so-called 'Third World' by the 
world's strongest and wealthiest pow- 
ers, backed up by military force. Many 
of the Far Eastern countries affected 
are ‘golden children’ of IMF policy: 
Their economies were ‘opened up’ to 
Western companies. Chances are the 
clothes you are wearing as you read 
this were made in a Far Eastern 
sweatshop where workers earn less 
than a dollar a day so that Western 
multinationals can generate profits of 
billions. 


Indonesia: A typical 
semi-colony 


While these corporations pay hardly 
any tax or labour costs, countries like 


Y 


For many people, the opportunity to give some money to charities and NGOs is a relatively 
easy way of satisfying their desires to do something socially useful or philanthropic. But does 


the money we give to charity do any good? 


The big question is who controls the money. In times of crisis, nation’s governments donate 
millions in ‘aid’ but most of this aid (if it ever materialises) is tied to buying certain goods from 
that country. So the recipient country does not make the decisions of what it will spend the 


money on. And at the same time, these ‘charitable’ nations are still taking more money in debt 
repayment than they are giving. The Paris Club (the richest 19 nations in the world) has ‘gener- 
ously’ put a moratorium on debt repayment for the nations most hit by the tsunami - for just one 
WV/c¥-lemm mab] 0)|(el1AVeesio\=), lal me [eV = la alanicyalecmellViiare m= lle MSMmcclaalialtsvex-1a/meym e)alit-lalialce) e(emvd(es(elat-lacmersiiale peal 
minuscule percentage of the money they’ve made from slavery and exploitation to offer services 
that should be given as a right to those who they consider to be the ‘deserving poor’. 


On a more personal level, most of the money that we donate to charities is in fact used to pay 
the directors and consultants than it is going to the people who need it. Even supposing that it 
goes directly to projects and services that help the intended recipients - and doesn’t get 
siphoned off into admin costs and hefty consultancy fees - throwing money at a problem while 
the cause of the problem goes unchallenged is like pouring more water into a leaky bucket. 


There is no short cut to making the world a better place - a standing order every month (or 
your purchase of a questionable charity single) may make you feel good and help to paper over 
the cracks of a system which depends on some people being placed in dangerous and impov- 


(ol asjatore Mexe)are|it(e)aisMe)m=y.40)(@)ic=11(0)auem oU]melal\’ar=Merelanlanliiant=)aim@ com) e)(-(ell ale mm iar-lm<)VA<) (ina merslame(-lal0 [aloe 
ly offer people a life free from the need for handouts and hand-me-downs, where their access to 


ee ROLITiN resources doesn’t depend on ad-hoc benevolence. by rachel in kentish town 
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A statement from 
WORLD REVOLUTION 





Indonesia have to pay massive debt 
repayments to Western states and 
finance institutions. Indonesia’s debt 
now stands at 132.7 billion dollars, 
and to service that debt the country 
would have to pay 3 billion dollars this 
year — nine times what the US has 
promised in aid! Indonesia is a classic 
example of a semi-colony — nominally 
independent with its own government 
and political institutions, but complete- 
ly at the mercy of the imperialist 
powers. The Indonesian government 
itself, like many other governments in 
the region, is used as an instrument of 
imperialism. It is the body that 
enforces the repayment of the collosal 
debt and the opening of its markets to 
Western companies. This is particular- 
ly true of the oil rich province of Aceh 
in Northern Samatra, the region most 
affected by the Tsunami disaster. 
(see box across page) 


REVOLUTION believes that the people of 
Aceh should have the right to self- 
determination from this oppressive 
regime and we stand in solidarity with 
the struggle to achieve this goal. We 
call on all Indonesian workers and anti- 
capitalists to organise the fight back 
against all attempts to re-establish 
military control under the guise of 
helping the victims of the tsunami. In 
fact it has been very clear that the 
regime has delayed help and assistance 
to the region. The workers and the 
poor of Indonesia - in solidarity with 
their brothers and sisters in Aceh - 
should not rely on the regime to carry 
out the relief work that is now urgent- 
ly needed to help the victims of the 
tsunami. The workers movement and 
the trade unions, together with active 
students and other progressive organi- 
sations, should take a lead in independ- 
ently organising the mobilisation of aid 
and rebuilding of infrastructure and 
housing in Aceh. We call on them to 
immediately stop all aid being chan- 
nelled into the pockets of businesses 


and corporations and for mass 
action and blockades to halt a 
military intervention by the 
Indonesian state. 


The Western Powers: No 
friends of the masses 


The disaster of the tsunami is 
not merely a natural disaster 
based on the tectonic shifts of 
the Earth’s plates but is com- 
pounded by the brutal realities of 
the present global economic sys- 
tem. A striking example of this 
"imperialist disaster" is the US 
and UK occupation of Iraq, which 
has led directly to the deaths of 
a 100,000 Iraqis. The tsunami 
disaster, unlike this act of human 
savagery, has received a great 
deal of coverage in the Western 
press. Bush and Blair, imperial- 
ists guilty of this mass murder, 
are shown to be benevolent global 
leaders who care about the plight 
of the world’s poor. 


This is a lie. Bush's promised aid 
to the region of 350 million dol- 
lars is what the US spends on 
just 36 hours of war in Iraq. 
Private donations to the relief 
effort from workers in the US 
and Britain already exceed the 
amounts promised by these gov- 
ernments. If Bush and Blair cared 
about the world’s poor they 
would immediately cancel third 
world debt, they would dismantle 
the imperialist institutions that 
bleed the third world dry (the 
IMF, World Bank and WTO), and 
they would introduce a punitive 
tax on the rich to fund a massive 
public works schemes in the 
Global South. Bush and Blair don’t 
do this because it would threaten 
the hegemony and domination of 
their system — Capitalism. 


Bush, Blair, Schroeder, Chirac 
and co are not friends of the 
workers and poor of the Far East 
— they are agents of imperialism. 
It is the workers and youth of 


the West who are the real 
friends of the oppressed peoples 
of the third world. We have 
shown this by the huge donations 
we have made out of our own 
pockets. Our task as internation- 
alists is to build links with the 
peasants’ and workers’ organisa- 
tions of the Far East so that we 
can be sure this money is going 
to the people that need it most 
and not lost in black hole of a 
corrupt capitalist bureaucracy. 


World REVOLUTION 
fights for: 


& Money, rescue equipment and 
medical aid to be sent directly to 
those in desperate need. 

& Make the rich pay! Our billion- 
aire rulers must cough up — fora 
punitive tax on the rich to fund a 
massive programme of public 
works in the region. 

& Immediate cancellation of all 
third world debts. 

& For the re-construction 
process to be under the direct 
control of the workers and peas- 
ants of South East Asia. Send aid 
direct to the trade unions, peas- 
ant and fisherfolk organisations. 
& No aid to the business and cor- 
porations of the Far East. 

& For UNCONDITIONAL AID not 
tied to ‘market restructuring’ 
and the further ‘opening up’ of 
Far Eastern economies to 
Western corporations. 

© For mass action and blockades 
to halt any military intervention 
by the Indonesian state in Aceh. 
& For a massive mobilisation 
against the G8 when it comes to 
Britain to shut down this institu- 
tion of imperialist robbery. 


Aid support for quake and 
tsunami in Aceh and North 
Sumatra can be delivered 
via: 


1) Indosiar Bank account in BCA, 
under the name of: 
Indosiar: 001 - 304 - 0009 


SU NAMI INFORMATION 2) RCTI Bank account in BCA 





- 300 -7000 


3) Coordinator of People 
Welfare Rep. of Indonesia 
Bank account under the name 
of the Head of Welfare 
Bureau Name: | Nyoman 
Meweh Bank account in BNI 
Harmoni branch: 07 000 311 


TSUNAMI: a disaster in 
Indonesia and a war in Aceh 


Hundreds of thousands of people have died as a result 
of this Tsunami, the speed in which it arrived didn’t allow 
escape; once the huge wave appeared, it then flowed on 
through streets and villages, leaving ruin in its path. Our 
hearts felt for those left when we witnessed the amateur 
footage that captured even buildings and vehicles being 
swept away by the tsunami. These videos immortalised 
the tsunami and its destruction, televised proof that this 
was a tragedy. 

The known damage from the tsunami is becoming 
greater everyday. From the rubble of buildings, and the 
thousands of sprawled bodies in the street yet to be 
dealt with, the cost of this tragedy is still being counted. 
But for some, such as the inhabitants of Aceh, the suffer- 
ing reaches beyond the destruction from the tsunami — 
from the oppressive hand of the state. Meistra from 
Jakarta reports: 


The WAR IN ACEH 

me) an cal WACer-Jallalsysiom ol-\e)e)(-Mmcatom re lar-lanlmereyaliiale(-cemuarciia 
ongoing suffering after being involved in a war for inde- 
pendence for almost 30 years. Aceh experienced the 
highest toll of the tsunami, approximately 98,000 inhabi- 
tants of the city dying. Many villages were completely 
levelled after the tsunami, everything in the path of the 
WZ Wem olcal ate ime (<qaale)isialcze B 

The people of Aceh, torn by the long civil war, were 
powerless to face the tragedy. Since 1995, the 
rNex=1allalcysXom arc Wem hcx0 Ml amee) alia ecole lwere) ali (em aale)ecmcxe) 
when the Suharto regime turned this province into an 
area of military operation, as an excuse to crush the 
rebels. In 1998, when the Suharto government fell from 
power, there was hope for the Acehinese people, but the 
Habibie government did not take their situation seriously. 
alu asss) ole) alsX- Pan ta (om A\erlalla(ctsiom e1o1e) ©)(-Mlal-1a me crer(e (cre melamine 
idea of a referendum for national independence. 

In GusDur’s rule, the Acehinese had a hope of achiev- 
Tale fa talisym ol0)em ofe)i(enanat-(om ol-\-1amevar-lale[-\emcom-mel(-llele] [ca 
approach. In Megawati’s era, the future of Aceh became 
uncertain, and the government changed the Acehinese 
province to an area of Islamic autonomy. 

Finally, Aceh was declared a military emergency in 
order to fight the Free Aceh movement, which resulted in 
the death of many civilians, as well as some journalists 
and tourists. To avoid this war, citizens have had to flee. 
During this time, all relations with Aceh were controlled 
by the Army commander. It was only when the tsunami 
alimtat-\msve)anloMlal(claarclile)ar-lme)cerslaliss-uilelarsmerele](emel- Ua) 
access to the are. 

The war in Aceh was launched by Megawati at the 
same time that the US invaded Iraq. It’s unsure if this 
was to follow the US, or if was declared the same time 
on purpose. Currently in Aceh, there are many foreign 
owned corporations (such as Exxon), that have been 
established since the mid 1980's, as well as the ASEAN 
Core}anley=lalvan e)cerelb(eiiare m= /adll(X-1a lam male) ce laat-\n (en 

In the current rule of Suliso Bambang Yudhoyono, the 
‘Civil Emergency’ status has not been removed, and cor- 
ruption scandals are rife, with the governor of Aceh 
being arrested on a corruption case arising from the pur- 
(elarcts\ome)mr-mal=)1(6(0) 0) (18 

With the occurrence of the tsunami that’s destroyed 
most of Aceh and the increasing numbers of refugees in 
this area, now is the time to remove the civil emergency 
status. The poverty, disease, the total destruction and the 
psychological effects currently swarm Aceh. Hand over 
the Acehinese resolution and communication to the 
Acehnise people themselves, because a military solution 
M711 Moya) \Vaxexe}aliale(omeal=MJ0hi(oal ale mm (o)amcal-W el-(e) 6)(-Me)mae-/an 
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go to a richer country 
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st youth movement 
oad in the NUS 
December 
2004, I went on the National Union of 
Students national demonstration 
against top-up fees in Cardiff. The 
demo, called at about five weeks 
notice, was very small with only about 
2000 students attending — about a 
fifth the size of the 2003 demo in 
London. The demo was non-political. 
The main slogan of the NUS placards 
was that the Welsh Assembly was 
"Devolved to deliver" (yes, you read 





correctly!), and before we were 
allowed off our coach we were very 
sternly warned not to pick up placards 
that said "Fuck fees, Grants for all". 
Maybe the NUS are just embar- 
rassed about their slogans, but I dont 
think that s it. This demonstration 
was never intended by the NUS to do 
anything other than use up their cam— 
paigns budget 
demo at short notice meant that it 
was always going to be small. It 
meant getting up before 5am for a 











for the year. Callinga 


ten hour round-trip and a march (in 
freezing December!) 
right-wingers, such as those that run 


It also gave the 


our student Guild, good excuses when 
they failed to make any effort to 
build for the dem. 

In the end, between Liverpool, John 
loores and Hope Unis — about 30,000 
students combined — our coach had 
barely 30 people on it. Compare this 
to Edge Hill College in Omnskirk, 
where a member of Revolution was 











responsible for filling their 16-seater 
minibus from a student population of 
only 4 000, which shows what can be 
done once we get past the fuckwittery 
of the right-wingers who currently 
run student unions. 

It is quite clear that the leadership 
of the NUS have no intention of 
fighting against tuition fees. All the 
advertising for this demo and litera-— 
ture on the day was concerned only 





with top-up fees, nothing about tuition 
fees, free education or bringing back 
student grants. The President of my 
student guild has said publicly that 
"tuition fees are going to be here for 
at least 10 or 15 years so we might as 
well not waste our time fighting 

That s fine for him to 
say as a well-paid officer, but I (like 


against then." 


many others) am thousands of pounds 
in debt and only halfway through my 
course! We can t give up this fight! 
A month before the Cardiff demo, I 
went to the NUS 
Conference in 
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Extraordinary 


The NUS claims that 
it is one of the most democratic 


Wolverhampton. 


organisations in the country but this 
perience of the NUS 
and it certainly didn t seem democrat — 


was my first 





ic to ne. 
Called at short notice (yet again!), 
this conference was arranged so that 





the NUS Executive could force 
through a series of antidemocratic 
reforms, including cutting representa-— 
tion of the women s, LGBT, black stu- 
dents and students with disabilities 
The 
short notice meant that most of those 


groups at NUS conferences. 


there were sabbatical/executive offi- 
cers of student unions (who tend to 
be right-wing). None of the reforms 
were allowed to be debated. 
it was put to a vote all at conc, and 
the brainless NUS officers did what 
they were told and voted it through 
without a whimper. 


Instead, 


Those of us on 
the left were thin on the ground, 
mainly due to the late notice of the 
conference, which was no doubt an 
intentional move by the right. 

All of this makes the NUS — the 
biggest youth organisation in the 
country with about six million mem-— 
bers — pretty shit. That doesn t mean, 
however, that we shouldn t get 
involved and fight to make the NUS 
an active, campaigning union that gives 
students a voice. 60% of the institu- 
tions that are members of the NUS 
are FE Colleges, but they are hugely 
underrepresented whenever the NUS 
does anything. 
is often the right-wingers and the 








And in universities, it 





Zionists who are the only ones 
involved - this has to change. 
REVOLUTION members should get 
active this term — find out if your col- 
lege or uni is affiliated to the NUS 
and when the elections for delegates 





to NUS Conference are (usually 
February). The NUS Conference is 
April 5-7 in Blackpool and delegates 
get travel expenses and free accom-— 
modation. We should try and get as 
many of us up there to shake things 
up! 

What we need is a body capable of 
fighting for the needs of working 
class students - not a body that is 
filled with future Labour Party politi- 
We need a Students Union that 








cians. 
can act as an organisational body for 
the struggles of young people in edu- 
cation not as a means to get money 
off vouchers for the Body Shop. 
Fighting in the NUS for better poli- 
tics and against the careerist leaders 
is the first step towards creating 
that Union. 


By Tom in Liverpool 
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A M ERICA 


| The U.S. is in a sorry state. Whilst I 
‘it seems that the workers and even the 
leeeee in the EU and the rest of the 
‘world are moving forward, we can not 
[ven pretend to be standing still - we 
“are going in reverse as fast as we can. 
| our President is forcing us into a hope-— 
"less imperialist war which will 
| inevitably lead to the military drafting 
"of our youth, and has already lead to 
the loss of over 100,000 Iraqi civil- 
"ians. 

Our attorney general refers to the 
"Geneva Conventions as "quaint" and we 
| initially offer only 15 million in aid 
=to the biggest natural disaster of our 
| time. If that isn't enough, the neo-lib- 
»erals control all three branches of the 
| government . .. so much for checks and 
« balances. 

But then again, the only other 
» Viable party at this point doesn't even 
support gay marriage, and true leftism 
1 in America is all but dead. No longer do 
|“ have the fervour and strength that we 
. did during the Seattle riots. And even 
if we did, the government's almost com-— 
, Plete control over the media would make 
= almost impossible for any real 
, advances to be made. But through all of 
[ee there is hope. The hope that lies 
in the inevitable crisis that capitalism 
will create for itself. 
The nation is nearing a dramatic 
[ee point. China and the E.U. aim to 
and could soon surpass the U.S. as impe- 
eet powers. With Bush's maintained 
tax cuts during a time of war, govern-— 
; ment funding for everything from schools 
[ee public roads has begun to dry up; 
,while we are actually increasing mili- 
Deas spending, a draft will soon occur, 


and more and more of our population is 
lea ing into poverty and despair. The 
“Christian right will soon find them- 

| Sse very much alone in support of the 
“extreme right. As the U.S.'s time in the 
eee ends, and our superpower status 
“fades, Americans will be caught rethink-— 
ing themselves. A cataclysmic meltdown 
"of our current order, which has been so 
solidly in place for so long, is 
"inevitable. Not only in the U.S., but in 
| the world. 

5 As more and more people find them- 

| selves struggling to scrape out a liv-— 
"ing, as fewer and fewer people are get-— 
| ting even richer than they are now, the 
«masses will have only one solution to 

| turn to. 

. This is the state of things in the 
U.S. The old order is a china shop, and 
«we are the bull. The U.S. is fully on 
it's way to destruction under Bush's 

. leadership, and that cannot be denied. 

| While there is a chance that if a 

, less extremist right party is elected, 
they may be able to forestall the 

, inevitable for perhaps a decade, the 
Brice! is done. And the current estab-— 

, Lishment will be destroyed, one way or 
| another. 


Ev from Minnesota (USA) 
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Whilst there are 

™ plenty of good books 
out there that 
tain left thought 


con— 


* and that young 


peo— 
, ple can read, there 
are very few films 
which have genuine left wing mes— 
sages or are anything but critical 
of socialist thought. The socialist 
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Ken Loach, can never compete with 
the pull of Hollywood blockbusters. 
So when I first heard of the film, 
I was enthusiastic in the extreme; 
not only was the director excellent 
but the lead role is played by one 
of the best actors of my genera- 
tion, the Mexican Gael Garcia 
Bernal (Amores Perros, Bad 
Education) 
from a purely cynical perspective: 
this would be great propaganda! 
Just think of all the young men 


. I was enthusiastic also 


ee ee 


The excision (female genital mutila- 
tion) of girls is an old practice of sever- 
al generations. It is an unqualified 
practice who prevails in the major of 
black Africa, which consists of remov: 
ing the clitoris of teenager girls — in 
order, they say, to purify or save the 
girl from a wicked fate. 

When the girl reaches puberty, the 
clitoris is excised or cut out. In previ- 
ous times, this practice was legal and 
no girl could escape from it. Nowadays 
it has become clandestine because of 
the prohibitions. Abominable, barbar- 
ian, there is no adjective to qualify this 
evil — but still the practice continues. 

In general, it is the older women who 
make the operation. They use knives or 
blades not sterilised which can make 
the young woman susceptible to differ- 
ent diseases, such as tetanus or Aids, or 
in other cases will make the woman 
sterile. How many excised girls died in 
Senegal every year victims of tetanus? 
Amounts to more then two hundred. 7 
% case of Aids in the Senegal can be 
directly linked to excision. 45% of 
excised women become sterile. 
Sterility is prevalent in Senegal, 
Gambia, Mauritius, Burkina-Faso, 
Niger, the two Guineas, Malia and 
Chad. 

In some cases, the young woman 
refuses to be circumcised — but this 
carries a high social cost and stigma. 
Many young woman chose suicide 
over such a fate. Also in our investiga- 
tions, all questioned girls claim not to 
feel any pleasure when they are having 
sex. 

How can you have a normal adoles- 
cence when you know that you will 
never escape this trauma? These are 
cries from the heart for a problem that 
decimates Senegalese society. 

Y ours 
Lamine, Senegal 









Motorcycle Diaries would be the 
gateway drug to the harder stuff! 


But as I watched the extracts 
from the film something occurred 
to me. I am starting to feel that in 
fact, with the exception of a 
Hollywood hatchet job (like 
Braveheart), this is actual the 
worst kind of propaganda. Before I 
go further, it is important to state 
that it is not the director s inten— 
tion, nor anyone behind the film, to 
make propaganda - I m assessing it 
What makes 
it bad propaganda is the way it 
makes the revolutionary a great 
person, an outsider, a visionary, 

and a class apart. 


as such nonetheless. 


Che was converted to communism. 
The important part The 
Motorcycle Diaries plays in his 
myth is it is om this joumey that 
the major revelations and epipha- 
nies of this conversion occurred. 
Like a holy man on a pilgrimage — 
like the Buddha in fact — he trav- 
els and observes as an outsider 





the way the world works, and 
takes his lessons from these 
observations. 


From these observations, he devel- 


abortion. 


Vera drake : 


Mike Leigh’s latest film 
is a well-crafted reminder 
of all the social implica- 
tions of the legal status of 


The film is set in 1950, 
when gender roles and 
sexual behaviour (and 
opportunities) have been 
shaken up by the war. 
Imelda Staunton gives a 
really interesting perform- 
ance as Vera, who has an 
enormous burden of care. 


ops a vision and the mental journey 
he takes is undoubtedly portrayed 
as trying and profound. 


One scene has him yelling at the 

injustice of the working conditions 
in a mine he comes across — unable 
to restrain himself in the face of 


oppression. 


I know that he will almost never 
be portrayed as physically inade- 
quate — even if he was an asthmat — 
ic, this detail will be portrayed as 
heroic that he managed to be so 
strong nonetheless. 


So what could possibly my objec— 
tion to these points? Che was 
undoubtedly an incredible person 
and this depiction is accurate. But 
it is damaging to the ideology he 
followed. By making the lessons he 
drew part of a visionary journey, 
there are strong implications that 
it is only possible to be a camu- 
nist if you have a vision. That 

there is a long path to the ideolog-— 
ical liberation and that the instiga- 
tors for it are not your everyday 
surroundings. I reject this. Surely 
it should be quite the ogposite — if 
communism is the natural state of 
things it therefore should be por- 
trayed as common sense, rather 
than a new religion. By making the 
revolutionary a great person you 


terminations on demand (current legislation 
means a woman still needs the approval of two 
doctors), and Vera’s casualty/fatality rate cannot 
possibly have been as low as she assumes. 
it is equally disturbing to see how totally the 
responsibility for (but not the control over) 
reproductive processes devolves solely upon 
women, who face miserable isolation, danger 
and fear when this issue is driven underground. 

Post-war rationing highlights the economic and 
material backdrop to Vera’s story. Three pairs of 
stockings (which themselves are part of the bar- 
gaining process for sexual intimacy between 
Vera’s son and the women he meets at dances) 
are worth more than five packets of cigarettes; 
suburban kudos - in the form of your own wash- 
ing machine - costs £25; and the price of an 


alienate normal people from revo-— 
lution. When presented with an 
idol or a leader, sare may try to 
imitate, but more will simply try to 
serve. The message should not be 
that only great men can lead the 
people to freedom but that all 
people can; and for the freedom to 
be genuine it is crucial that all 
people do. 

So what would be better propagan- 
da? How do you make a film about 
everyone at once? Perhaps it would 
be best to follow the story of one 
person who is very much part of 
the multitude and some way repre- 
sentative of them; they would not 
be great, but not unlikeable. Most 
importantly they would be normal. 
This occurs in same old Soviet 
films ( Battleship Poterkin , 

Strike etc) and makes for fantas— 
tic, gripping viewing. Why is it 
successful? Because it shows you 
that ordinary people like you were 
involved in revolutionary move- 
ments of the past and ordinary 
people like you 
can play a part 
in the future. 






But 


She works as a cleaner in 
the homes of wealthy 
women who seem to view 
her as a piece of domestic equipment. After 
work she starts the other part of the double shift 
that women traditionally work when social care 
is a private, an individual responsibility, and 
looks after her own family and various incapaci- 
tated or depressed neighbours. But there is an 
additional aspect to Vera’s social role, undertak- 
en with much the same laconic maternal deter- 
mination with which she bustles in and out of 
the honeycomb-cell-like council flats of her 
neighbours. She also visits the homes of young 
women that her old friend Lily has put her in 
touch with (for a fee, it later transpires) and ille- 
gally induces miscarriages. 

Vera’s methods are terrifying, but the film 
doesn’t depend on shock tactics or horror stories 
about knitting needles for its power. The sight 
of her equipment - a pump syringe, grated car- 
bolic soap and disinfectant - should have all 
viewers on the streets campaigning for the 
rights of women to access legal and professional 





abortion depends on your social class. 

Terminating an unwanted pregnancy is still an 
isolating and humiliating experience for women 
of the class Vera cleans for, but £150 can buy 
you a cosy room in private nursing home where- 
as the option of Lily, Vera and her carbolic soap 
costs two guineas - and perhaps your life. 

Vera doesn’t defend her actions beyond 
repeating her desire to ‘help women out’, and 
her own motivations are not overtly political, 
seeming to be more about smoothing over the 
cracks in the social fabric, removing an uncom- 
fortable reality, rather than defending women’s 
rights to make decisions about their own bodies. 
Because of this, the political implications of the 
issue are shown rather than told to the viewer. 
As well as being a visually interesting, excellent- 
ly acted and well made film, Vera Drake is a 
film that should be seen by everyone at a time 
when we must galvanise our determination to 
stop the creeping erosion of women’s right to 
choose, or face a return to the grim secrecy and 
exploitation that surrounded the issue before 


legalisation. 
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the Ukraine: an Orange Revolution? 


Pee eccecccccersccccecccceereceoreecceecerecccoecce 


The presidential elections in 
Ukraine were a power struggle 
between the USA and Russia 


The 
November in Ukraine provoked a crisis. 
Viktor 


winner. 


eoccccccccs 
eecccccccce 


presidential elections in _ late 


Prime Minister Yanukovich was 
the 
Viktor Yushchenko accused him of fraud 
the 


declared Opposition leader 


and won run-off election in late 
December. During the electoral battle both 
candidates organised their supporters into 
giant demonstrations in the capital 
the 


marched with blue 


Kiev: Yanukovich supporters | 
the 
Yushchenko people with orange. | 
The of 


Yushchenko's victory as a massive 


flags, 


western media _ speak 
and unstoppable democracy move- 
ment, an "Orange Revolution." But ! 
since when does the capitalist press | 
consider a revolution 
thing? 


going on here.... 


a positive 


Something suspicious is 


The President in Waiting 


Naturally there is a lot of anger } 
directed against Yanukovich (who 
by the 
Kuchma). 


the Soviet 


was appointed successor 


departing president 
Since the collapse of 
Union, when lots of people were expecting 
the introduction of democracy, there has 
been little more than mass unemployment, 
poverty, crises and violence. 

Entire industries were levelled, others 
were sold to foreign companies at discount 
prices. A handful of Ukranians got unimag- 
inably rich, at the same time as millions 
lost their job (and the associated health 
and child care). 

Corruption rules the land. A giant army 
of state bureaucrats, which despite the new 
"democracy" hasn't changed much, steals 
as much as they possibly can. 

Yanukovich gets his support from the 
heavily industrialised East and South of 
the the 


lives 


country and 


that 


Russian-speaking 
When the 
Ukraine was part of the USSR, this minori- 


minority there. 


ty was supported by state Russification 
policies. Now they fear they will be "over- 
run" by the Ukranian-speaking West of the 
country. 

Yanukovich is supported politically by 
the Russian President Putin, with press 
conferences and - how shall we say - less 
open means: his opponent was poisoned, 
probably by the Russian secret services. So 
the one candidate is a puppet of local cap- 
italists and Russian imperialists - who is 


the challenger? 


10 © REVOLUTION 


Democracy made in USA 


At the Opposition demonstrations in Kiev, 


one thing always stood out: the orange 


clothing. Every man, woman and child 
wore an orange scarf, an orange shirt, a 
hat, that all 


Ukranians store kilos of orange clothes at 


a pin. Are we to believe 
home, waiting for such an event? No! This 
is a sign (next to the concert venues, the 


giant TV screens and laser shows that can 


be seen at every Opposition demo) that 





k 


aailc ae ‘2 


there is a lot of money behind this "move- 


Fat a 


ment". A whole lot of money. 
Why? Yushchenko is not the "simple 
man" pushed forward by the masses that 


the media would have us think. In reality 


What are the youth up to? 


They played an important role in the 
protests of the Opposition. The central 
squares of Kiev were occupied for two 
weeks: the tent cities were manned by 
school and university students and 
young workers. 

It is funny to hear how the bourgeois 
press of the west heaps praise on these 
young demonstrations: "their dedica- 
tion, passion, creativity make it possi- 
ble to change something in society" etc. 
etc. 

What a contrast to the reporting in the 
papers 
demonstrators 


about the 
May Day 


"Violent anarchist thugs!!!" 


very same young 


on in UK: 


Perhaps if we marched behind a 
neoliberal politician like Gordon Bro 


the 


n, 
Daily Mail would have something 


nice to say about us! (REVO: We are not 





really suggesting this...) 


22 — 
he belongs to the innermost elite of the 
country. Yushchenko’ served under 


Kuchma for many years, as head of the 
Central Bank and even as Prime Minister. 
Among his supporters can be found some 
of the 


example the member of parliament Julia 


country's richest capitalists, for 
Timoshenko, who earned billions through 
the privatisations of the 90s. 

The US State Department also gave over 
60 million dollars, via various NGOs to this 
US 


supporting a democracy movement would 


"democracy movement." imperialism 
be a totally new phenomenon — normally 
the State Department restricts its aid to the 
Pinochet in 


worst of dictators: 


Chile, Saddam in Iraq, etc. 
Forward! Where? 


We are dealing with two candidates 


who are very similar. They are 
both named "Victor Y." and are 
both members of the Ukranian 


elite. The crisis is a result of divi- 
j sions within the ruling class of the 
Ukraine the 


} country should take. Some of them 


about the direction 
call for a strengthening of the ties 


to Russia, others want to orient 
more to Western Europe and the 
US. 


Whether the imperialists plun- 


dering the country speak English 
Hor Russian is a question of second- 
ary importance — wages and working con- 
ditions will stay bad! 
The mobilisations have shown that 
demos can have a big effect. But even if a 
the 


streets of Kiev, they wouldn't accomplish 


million people marched through 


they are marching 
the 


anything as long as 


behind one capitalist politician or 
other. 

Both candidates want to make it possible 
for the biggest possible profits to be made 
in Ukraine. For this they must increasingly 
exploit the workers, farmers and youth of 
the country. Poverty, unemployment, cor- 
ruption — all the problems faced by the 
people of Ukraine —- are integral parts of 
this profit system, of capitalism. 

The workers can be more than pawns in 
the chess game of the imperialist powers. 
They can take the industry of the country 
into their own hands. They must not 
always be victims of bureaucratic privati- 
sations, they could decide themselves how 
to run the factories. They don't have to 
produce for the american and russian cap- 
italists for all eternity, they can produce 
for themselves together with the workers 
of the USA and Russia. 

To be brief: the workers of Ukraine 
don't need an orange Revolution, 


they need a red (socialist) one! 


Huey from Berlin- Kreuzberg 


bringing out the democracy in 


IRAQ 


The war being waged against Iraq at the 

moment is branded as being in aid of democ- 

racy, and in finally giving lraqis freedom to 

run their lives as they see fit. The elections 

are a continuation of this promise by the ‘lib- 

erators’ of Iraq — the trillion dollar armies of 

the US and the stock markets their commanders govern for. 

In truth this promise of self-determination is a myth. All imitations 
of a system of administration ruling in the interests of the Iraqi peo- 
ple are shallow and false. 

The situation we see in lraq today exposes the true nature of the 
society we live in its barest form. Granted, lraqis will be able to 
choose who they want to be in their government in much the same 
way that in Britain we can elect our parliament. But the real gov- 
ernment will lie in the hands of the thousands of US and UK troops 
and billions of dollars of weaponry that fill the streets of every town 
and city in the country. 

Granted also, the Iraqi government will be able to make decisions 
on spending, taxation and other things that we would expect a gov- 
ernment to have control of. But the scope for policy making will be 
limited by the rules of the IMF (on which the recent seemingly char- 
itable cancellation of much of Iraq’s war debt depends) and also by 
the carving up of Iraq’s resources (oil, water, labour) by the multina- 
tionals that prop up the governments of the occupying coalition. 

The pattern here is obvious. lraq’s ‘democracy’ is in fact a dicta- 
torship. A dictatorship of big business, or more accurately finance 


making infrastructure for the imperialist coun- 
tries cannot be legislated away. 

So what can be done? How can the dem- 
ocratic and economic poverty that the imperi- 
alist invasion has brought be solved? 

Firstly and foremost the occupiers must be 
kicked out. Every day that the occupation 
continues is another day of torture in Abu 
Gharib, another day in the preparation of 
massacres similar to Fallujah and another 
day that the transformation of Iraq into an 
Aladdin’s cave for multinationals continues. 
Resistance to this programme of poverty, 
pain and profit must be supported — even a resistance that is not 
Socialist is still a step forward. 

Secondly in Iraq there is opening up the possibility of a govern- 
ment and an economy that acts in the interests and is controlled by 
the lraqi working class. This government is not the one that the 
Bush and Blair would have us support, saying that the invasion and 
occupation is progressive because it allows for democracy to devel- 
op. No, this government, and this society is the one that is made 
possible by the working class taking a lead in the resistance move- 
ment and taking power. 

The only way Iraq will ever see real democracy (not the fake 
democracy of business but workers’ democracy) is if in organising 
the resistance, the working class take control and if they use that 
resistance to make a revolution. 

A victory for the resistance in its current form would mean that 
Iraq stood out as a beacon in the world showing that America and 
the UK can be defeated. A socialist revolution would make Iraq 
stand out as a beacon by showing that capitalism can be defeated 
and would inspire workers across the Middle East and around the 
world to overthrow their stooge regimes. 


capital. The looting of the country and the plantation of money 


Christmas in the Holy Land 


Christmas in the Holy Land was always going 
to be a unique experience, but when the "little 
town of Bethlehem" continues to be occupied, 
it makes it all the more unusual. Particularly 
interesting were attempts by | srael to be seen 
as acting in the Christmas spirit. 

First they announced that Bethlehem would 
be open for visiting Christians from | srael and 
abroad. As | came through the checkpoint 
from] erusalem, there were an unusually large 
number of soldiers hanging around, harassing 
the taxi drivers from Bethlehem. | was told 
they were deliberately "nicer during 
Christmas" by an | sraeli activist, but the oppo- 
site seemed true to me. 

Then it was publicised that Mahmoud Abbas 
would be able to come for an official visit to 
the Church of Nativity to attend Midnight 
Mass; a ‘privilege’ they had consistently denied 
to Arafat since this I ntifada began. They also 
announced that Palestinians would be able to 
apply for a special visitors permit to | srael 
during the Christmas period. The only condition 
is that you have to be a Christian. Many from 
(predominantly Christian) Beit Sahour and the 
Bethlehem area made the most of this chance 
to visit J] erusalem. Many didn't, however, for 
they refuse to recognise the right of | srael to 
decide when they can and can't visit a city 
which they consider to be their own capital. 

The hidden catch, though, is that while you 
can apply for a ‘special permit’, they won't nec- 
essarily grant it. A few weeks ago, my col- 
league had discussed her wish to take her 
daughter, less than two years old, to the zoo in 
west J] erusalem. She swallowed her pride and, 
along with her family, applied for a visitors 


permit. Her family - all of them Christians - 
were given the required permission, but she 
was denied. 

Why? Perhaps because she is active in an 
organisation which works (along with | sraeli’s) 
to end the occupation; to end the illegal and 
humiliating system in which | srael grants or 
denies Palestinians the right to travel in their 
own country; to end discrimination based on 
ethnicity, religion, nationality. ‘Amira’ cam- 
paigns particularly around women’s issues; she 
works for a world in which women are equal 
with men, and where Palestinian women are not 
subjugated to | sraeli control. 

|t would seem that the condition for visiting 
| srael during Christmas is not only that you are 
Christian, but you must be a compliant, sub- 
servient one at that. You must recognise 
| srael’s annexation of east | erusalem, and you 
must accept the occupation. |f you are good, 
and keep your mouth closed, then maybe you 
will be able to visit the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre once a year. 

An international at a Christmas party, who 
had come through the | sraeli checkpoint into 
Bethlehem, brought a bag of sweets which 
were given to them by the I sraeli soldiers. I t 
was a ‘gift’ fromthe | sraeli state, and it 
included the following note, in English, Hebrew 
and Arabic: 

"Dear tourist, 

The State of Israel is glad that you have 
decided to visit the Holy Land during the 
Christmas season. The heads of the churches 
in J erusalem have announced the promotion of 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and have signed an 
appeal to the pilgrims visiting the Holy Land to 
pray for peace between our nations. As a ges- 
ture of goodwill, we request you to give this 
present to a Palestinian colleague, thus creat- 
ing a bridge for peace. Merry Christmas!" 


by josh in sheffield 


lt was a bit ironic, | thought, that for | srael 
to get these sweets to the Palestinians, they 
needed tourists to come through a checkpoint 
and give them out on their behalf. W hy not 
drop this "gesture of goodwill" fromthe 
Apache helicopters we regularly hear over- 
head? They could even have parachuted out 
bags of sweets from the F16’s they used to 
drop four 1,000Ib bombs on the Palestinian 
Authority compound in Bethlehem in April, 
2002. 

A bridge for peace is certainly needed, after 
fifty-six years of continuous occupation, inva- 
sion, dispossession and exile. Somehow | doubt 
a bag of sweets will be enough. Like the condi- 
tions set by Israel for Palestinians to get to 
J erusalem during this holiday period, these 
sweets will be hard to swallow, and they leave a 
bitter aftertaste. | tried to give the bag of 
sweets to a colleague, as the note had suggest- 
ed, but he turned down my generous offer. 

Instead of choking on these empty gestures 
from |srael, we went ona candle-lit procession 
in Beit Sahour, to "Light a Candle for 
Palestinian National Unity," organised by the 
Palestinian Centre for Rapprochement between 
People. Despite the rain, a good few hundred 
turned out, marched behind the band, and car- 
ried banners which read: "| mprisoned in my 
land - Stop the Apartheid Wall"; and "The 
siege of Death Must End." 

These were slogans based on real demands 
of the Palestinian people: they don’t want 
sweets, they want an end to occupation, they 
want freedom to move, and to live in dignity. 
The candle-lit procession has become an annual 
event, and | ‘ve no doubt the community of Beit 
Sahour will stubbornly continue to march until 
their demands are finally met. Salaam, Shalom, 
Peace to all 
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statement by WORLD REVOLUTION, 
16.1.2005 


Forty-two Basque youth will be on trial in 
Madrid over the next two months. They 

are activists of the prohibited youth 
organisation SEGI, or of the previously 
prohibited youth organisations JARRAI 

and HAIKA, and accused of being terror- 
ists. They are faced with a total of 654 years 
in prison. 


The prosecutor is asking for ten 

years for 10 of the accused and = 
fourteen years for 31. For Asier 

Tapia he is asking for a sen- 

tence of 111 years and ten 

months! This young man from 

San Sebastian/Donostia organ- 

ised a press conference after the 

first round of arrests in which he read a 
communiqué denouncing the operation and 
calling for mobilisations in protest. The pros- 
ecutor is accusing him of proposing "violent 
actions" and blaming him for all of the dis- 
turbances that followed - 22 incidents of 
"kale borroka" (youthful street riots typical in 
the Basque Country). 


BACKGROUND 


This is the latest legal attack on the izquier- 
da abertzale (Basque Nationalist Left). In 
the last five years the Spanish State has 
prohibited political parties, newspapers, 
radio stations, cultural associations, lan- 
guage schools; it has thrown 

hundreds in jail, driven thou- 

sands into exile, seized funds —= 
worth millions of euros. Their 

only crime has been to 

demand self-determination 

for the Basque Country: the Hh 
Basques should be allowed 

to decide their future in a refer- ' 

endum. For this they are accused 

of supporting or being part of the armed 
group ETA. 


The level of repression has not changed 
since the departure of the post-fascist 
Aznar and the arrival of the "socialist" gov- 
ernment of Zapatero. His government made 
quick work of prohibiting left-nationalist 
electoral lists in the European Elections in 
June 2004 and continuing persecution of 
leftist Basques. 


WHY? 


The Spanish state justifies the repression 
against the Basque youth organisations 
with various arguments: either that SEGI 
and company are a component part of ETA, 
with common finances and organisational 
structures (for which there exists not the 


aN P=} ban the Spanish army and feder- 


= Se ee State, against drug addiction, in 


against the DaSque YOU 


slightest evidence); or at ACTION! 
least that they represent 
a mass front of ETA 
through which young peo- 
ple are recruited to the 


armed group. 


We demand the immediate release of the 
forty-two young activists from SEGI and of 
all Basque political prisoners! We demand a 
an end to the repression in the Basque 
Country! We support the basic right of self- 
determination - a right which has always 
captured members of ETA been denied. 
had been previously active 
in JARRAI, this cannot be used to We call on all youth organisations to sup- 
i port this call and defend the basic rights of 
young activists in the Basque Country: the 
right to organise and to fight for one's inter- 
ests. As one of the accused, lbon Mefika, 
said, "Our intention is to denounce the 
state. We are not the only ones on trial - 
they are trying to terminate the develop- 
ment of a (political) youth organisation." 


| ~ sands. This argument, if applied 
» consistently, could be used to 


“al police "Guardia Civil", as it has 
| been established that their 
ako seen were active in the 

= ae terrorist group GAL in 

the 1980s! But not one single gov- 

ernment official has been punished for the 

horrible crimes, for the thousands of execu- 

tions under Franco's fascist dic- ¢ 

tatorship and during the mas- 

querade transition to "democ- ¢ 

racy". The accusation of "terror- 

ism", as usual, doesn't apply a i. the industry of the Basque Country, 

to state forces. ipa and the Basque capitalists are too 

happy to work with them in 
exchange for protection against their 

=" workers. The only solution lies in a 

common struggle of workers, youth and the 

oppressed of all countries against global 

capitalism. A truly free Basque Country can 

only take the form of a Socialist Republic as 

part of the United Socialist States of 

Europe. 

To lead this struggle, not a national but an 

international organisation is necessary. 

Forward to a revolutionary youth interna- 

tional! 


At the same time we call on the izquierda 
abertzale (Basque nationalist left) to 
recognise that there is no solution to 
the conflict in the Basque Country 
within the confines of capitalism. 


The reality is that SEGI is a 

mass organisation in the 

Basque Country with tens of thousands of 

activists, which operates openly despite the 

state ban. Their goals are independence 

and socialism, and they campaign for the 

rights of young people, against the precari- 
—_ employment which affects up to half 

of the young people in the Spanish 


2 defence of women's rights and occu- 
5 pied houses, for Basque language 

ear We culture, etc. The repression is a 

_-.# result of the fact that they represent 

7 a mass force of young people dedicat- 

bn fod to Nee pe 

ing the neoliberal 


agenda of suc- 


smesae” 1) OLIN REVOLUTION! 


governments. For _I I want to join Revo! 
this they called 4 |JI want to subscribe for 6 issues (£2) 


“terrorist”, an _I No thanks I’m going to be a stockbroker 
almost meaning- 


less label used to 
criminalise fight- 
ers against 
neoliberalism all 
over the worldin | : 
George Bush's I Email: 


“global waron —_ Send it in: REVO, BCM 7750, London WC1N 3XX 


terror". 
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this statement was edited because of space 
to read the full statement, go to www.worldrevolution.org.uk 








